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AVK Members meeting 
The economy is currently facing numerous 
challenges. The composites industry in par-
ticular is feeling the effects of this in numer-
ous core areas. Active work in networks can 
offer numerous points of contact for profita-
ble collaborations, especially in a difficult 
economic environment. 
Against this backdrop, the annual AVK gen-
eral meeting took place on 29 October 2024. 
The conclusion of the past year is positive: 
around 20 active working groups in 2024 with 
over 30 meetings in total and more than 500 
participants. In addition, the AVK was ac-
tively involved in numerous research pro-
jects and the number of members remained 

constant. Our presence in the social media 
is increasing significantly and our website 
has been successfully updated. These are 
just some of the facts presented by Dr Witten 
in his presentation on the activities of the 
past year. We would like to thank all mem-
bers for a successful year and look forward 
to continuing to work together! 
You can find the documents of the meeting 
here: 
 

 
Downloadportal for members 

 
 

AVK Succesful Conference on Flame Retardancy in Berlin 

On 20/21 November 2024, the second sym-
posium on flame retardancy for composites 
applications took place in Berlin, organised 
by the AVK in cooperation with the FGK - For-
schungsgesellschaft Kunst-stoffe e. V. 60 
participants attended the international 
event, which this time focused on the re-
quirements in the construction/infrastruc-
ture sector in addition to the transport sec-
tor. In 14 presentations, 18 speakers 

provided information on new developments, 
requirements and innovations from the fields 
of standardisation, material development, 
construction/infrastructure, public 
transport, automotive and research & sci-
ence. 

 
Press release

 
 

AVK New brochure on GRP swimming pools (DE) 

Swimming pools made of GRP have been on 
the market since around 1960 and have be-
come well established due to their durability. 
The versatility of the material can be seen in 
the wide variety of pool shapes, from pools 
with curves and overflow channels to various 
steps, niches and attractions. Thanks to the 
flexible shaping of GRP pools, surface transi-
tions can also be designed with gentle radii, 
which makes automated cleaning in particu-
lar much easier. 
 
 
 

A new brochure from the AVK working group 
on GRP swimming pools provides infor-
mation on the numerous possibilities, ad-
vantages and construction: 
  

 

https://www.avk-tv.de/en/successful-composites-flame-retardant-conference-in-berlin/
https://www.avk-tv.de/downloadportal-mitglieder/
https://www.avk-tv.de/broschuere-gfk-schwimmbecken/


 

AVK Update environmental handbook (DE)

The last edition of our handbook on environ-
mental protection is now more than ten 
years old. Nevertheless, the discussion 
about safe and environmentally friendly 
products, their production methods and the 
safe handling of input and raw materials has 
lost none of its topicality. On the contrary! 
Our environmental handbook, which is regu-
larly updated by our working group on envi-
ronmental protection and occupational 
safety, provides an overview of a selection of 
relevant laws, requirements and guidelines 
in the field of environmental protection and 

occupational safety. This thematic context is 
framed by a brief introduction to the topics of 
‘composites’ and ‘sustainability’. In addition, 
a further subject area is explained, which has 
increasingly become the focus of compo-
nent production in recent years: the creation 
of closed ‘material cycles’. The environmen-
tal handbook is available exclusively to our 
members. 

 
Updated handbook version 

  

AVK Social Media    

 
Would you like to be informed regularly and 
promptly about current events and news? 
Then follow us! 
We are represented on several social media 
platforms and would be delighted if you con-
nect with us: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SMCCREATE 2025 Save the Date 

It's time again: After a very successful event 
last year, SMCCREATE 2025 will take place 
for the third time. The conference will once 
again be held in Prague from 4 to 5 Novem-
ber 2025. Make a note of the date now. 
SMCCreate 2025 is a unique conference on 
the design of SMC and BMC composites. 
The event provides valuable insights into the 
entire product design process from ideation 
to part production. 
 
 
 

It is aimed at both experienced designers 
and designers who are new to the use of 
these multi-sided materials. 
 
Would you like to get actively involved? 
Suggestions for speakers or topics can be 
sent to Dr Elmar Witten: 

 
elmar.witten@avk-tv.de  
 

 
 

  
 
  
  

  

  

https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/smccreate-2025/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/avk_3/
https://www.facebook.com/avktv/
https://www.instagram.com/avk_e.v/
mailto:elmar.witten@avk-tv.de
https://www.avk-tv.de/avk-handbuch-umweltschutz-und-arbeitssicherheit/
mailto:elmar.witten@avk-tv.de


 

GKV Working group Compliance

The number of legal regulations that compa-
nies have to comply with has increased sig-
nificantly in recent years. This is due in par-
ticular to a variety of new national and Euro-
pean environmental legislation. Safe compli-
ance with all legal requirements (legal com-
pliance) is a regular challenge, especially for 
medium-sized companies. 
Against this background, a compliance 
working group was set up several years ago 
to exchange experiences and develop cus-
tomised service offerings for compliance 
management, which has developed the GKV 
Code of Conduct, among other things. We 
would like to build on the work of this group 
and open it up to member companies of all 
GKV member organisations. The GKV would 

therefore like to enquire about your interest 
in participating in a newly constituted GKV 
working group for compliance.  
We have scheduled an initial meeting date 
for March this year, subject to the establish-
ment of the working group by the GKV Execu-
tive Board. 
A short online survey has been prepared to 
prepare the topics for the working group's 
work. Your assessment would help. The 
questionnaire can be completed until the 
end of January 2025. 
 
You can find the survey under this link: 

 
https://tinyurl.com/mry8wvam  

 
 

GKV Preperation for new elections to the German Bundestag 

In the first few weeks of November, events in 
political Berlin came thick and fast. The traf-
fic light coalition collapsed due to disputes 
between the coalition partners over the 2025 
federal budget. The GKV joined forces with 
other business associations to demand a 
clear economic policy programme from the 
federal government even before the Federal 
Chancellor dismissed the Federal Minister of 
Finance and called for immediate new elec-
tions to the German Bundestag in the event 
that no agreement could be reached be-
tween the Ampel parties. In the view of the 
business community, Germany must not 

lose any more time on the way to new elec-
tions and a new federal government. As the 
umbrella organisation of the plastics pro-
cessing industry, the GKV will be involved in 
the preparation of the parties' programmes 
with economic policy demands in the run-up 
to the general election. An initial proposal for 
a corresponding catalogue of demands 
based on the GKV's positions is currently be-
ing prepared in consultation with the man-
agement of the GKV's member associations. 

 
current version  

 
 

EuCIA     Newsletter October

AVK has been working closely and actively 
with the European Composites Industry As-
sociation (EuCIA) for many years. Current 
news and developments are regularly re-
ported in the EuCIA newsletter. 
 

 
current newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/mry8wvam
https://tinyurl.com/mry8wvam
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yvIfwuRf1k592N-MGySi9gdZbvLNsG7v/view?usp=sharing
https://eucia.eu/eucia-newsletter-october-2024/


 

BKV Study “Material flow diagram for plastics in Germany 2023“

The study, which is carried out every two 
years, provides a complete picture of the re-
cycling of plastics by analysing the overall 
material flow pattern and is of great im-
portance in the public and economic sec-
tors.   
 

 
summary 
Free for download 

 
extensive study (full version) 
 Purchase via BKV website 

                    
 

Fraunhofer IWU     2nd Zittau Plastics/Lightweight Construction Conference 

Sustainability and the reduction of green-
house gas emissions are currently the focus 
of research and industry. The plastics indus-
try in particular needs to find new ways to re-
duce environmental impacts such as marine 
pollution, low recycling rates and depend-
ence on crude oil. At the same time, how-
ever, plastics can also be a key to achieving 
climate targets, for example through light-
weight construction, recyclability and bio-
based resources. 
But how can technical plastic components 
be produced sustainably and economically 
at the same time?  
Experts from science and industry will pro-
vide answers and practical insights at the 

2nd Zittau Plastics and Lightweight Con-
struction Conference (ZKTL) on 29 January 
2025 at Zittau/Görlitz University of Applied 
Sciences.  
In addition to an exciting and varied pro-
gramme, you can expect inspiring insights 
into the latest research results and practical 
examples from the industry.   
The event is free of charge, but places are 
limited. Register now and secure your place 
at THE cross-border industry get-together for 
plastics and lightweight construction in the 
border triangle!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.zklt.info
https://www.bkv-gmbh.de/1170-studie-stoffstrombild-kunststoffe-in-deutschland-2023.html
https://www.bkv-gmbh.de/files/bkv/studien/Kurzfassung_Stoffstrombild_2023.pdf


 

AVK-EVENT OVERVIEW 2025 
   
For more information, click on the event title! 

 
 
Working groups 
 
GRP in pipe/tank and plant construction    14.01.2025 

Thermoplastic Composites Tubes & Profiles    04.02.2025 

EATC – European Alliance for Thermoplastic    11.02.2025 

Environment and occupational safety     24.02.2025 

Continuous fiber-reinforced thermoplastics    05.03.2025 

GRP swimming pools       10.03.2025 

Hydrogen pressure tanks      13.03.2025 

Material properties and requirements for e-mobility   18.03.2025 

SMC / BMC        29.04.2025 

Natural Fiber-Reinforced Plastics     13.05.2025  

 
 
Seminars (DE) 
 
Fiber Placement       11./12.03.2025  

Webinar „Composites compact“     17.03.2025 

Webinar „Composites-market compact“    24.03.2025  

Winding process and pultrusion     26./27.03.2025  

Introductory seminar “Fibre-reinforced plastics”   02.04.2025 

Established processes for the production of fibre composites 28.04.2025 

Recycling of composite structures     20./21.05.2025 

Bio-composites - Sustainable fibre composites   08./09.07.2025 

Introductory seminar SMC/BMC     Coming soon ..! 

Testing fibre-reinforced plastics     Coming soon ..! 

 
 
Symposia/Conferences 
 
Composites in the construction sector    02./03.07.2025 

JEC Forum DACH 2025      21./22.10.2025 

SMCCreate 2025       04./05.11.2025 

  

 

https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-grp-in-pipe-tank-and-plant-construction/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-thermoplastic-composites-tubes-profiles/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/eatc-european-alliance-for-thermoplastic-composites/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-environment-and-occupational-safety/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-continuous-fiber-reinforced-thermoplastics-2/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-grp-swimming-pool/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-hydrogen-pressure-tanks/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-material-properties-and-requirements-for-e-mobility/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-smc-bmc/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/working-group-natural-fiber-reinforced-plastics/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/seminar-fiber-placement/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/neu-webinar-composites-kompakt/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/neu-webinar-composites-markt-kompakt/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/grundlagenseminar-wickelverfahren-und-pultrusion-neu-jetzt-mit-praxisteil-pultrusion/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/neu-einfuehrungsseminar-faserverstaerkte-kunststoffe/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/seminar-etablierte-verfahren-zur-fertigung-von-faserverbundwerkstoffen/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/neu-grundlagenseminar-recycling-von-composite-strukturen/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/grundlagenseminar-bio-composites-nachhaltige-faserverbundwerkstoffe/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/veranstaltung/symposium-composites-in-the-construction-sector/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/jec-forum-dach-2025/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/smccreate-2025/


 

 

https://www.avk-tv.de/

