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AVK - Obituary for Harri Dittmar

On October 13, 2024, our valued friend, colleague and pioneer Harri Dittmar passed away
after a short, serious illness. Harri shaped the development of thermoplastic fibre composites
for over four decades and leaves a huge gap in the industry and for all those who knew him. With
more than 25 patents, countless technical articles and lectures, he shared his knowledge and
expertise and significantly advanced lightweight construction technology in automotive
engineering. We are not only losing an outstanding engineer, but also a fine human being who
enriched the world around him with his passion, innovative strength and helpfulness. We think
of him with deep gratitude and sympathy and express our deepest condolences to his family.
In silent mourning: Prof Dr Frank Henning, Karl Ludwig Brentrup, Prof Dr Christian Obermann,
Dr Tapio Harmia, Bernhard Scherubl, Co den Besten, Dr Egon Moos, Sreenivas Paruchuri,
Christopher Johnston, Bernd Uwe Wulf and, on behalf of AVK, Dr Elmar Witten.

You can find a detailed obituary here.

AVK - Last-Call Flame Retardancy Conference

Following the success of the first event, the 2nd conference on flame retardancy of composites
will take place in Berlin from 20-21 November 2024. The thematic focus of the event has been
expanded. In addition to the transport sector, requirements in the construction/infrastructure
sector will also be considered. The event is once again being organized by the AVK in
cooperation with the FGK (Forschungsgesellschaft Kunststoffe). Within one and a half days, the
symposium will once again cover a wide variety of topics. Registrations are still possible.

Here you will find the complete conference program and the link to registration.

2nd Conference- M

FLAME RETARDANCY
FOR COMPOSITE APPLICATIONS

B  20.11./21.11.2024
9 Hotel abba, Lietzenburger StraRRe 89

Berlin

FGK

AVK - 100 years - anniversary celebration and innovation award ceremony

On October 22" 2024, AVK celebrated its 100th anniversary as part of the JEC Forum DACH. The
anniversary celebration offered the opportunity to look back on 100 years of innovation and
collaboration in a festive setting. A detailed press release on the anniversary celebration can be
found here.

The winners of this year's Innovation Award were also honored afterwards - an overview of the
award winners and innovations can be found here.
Congratulations to all the winners!



https://www.avk-tv.de/nachruf-auf-harri-dittmar-1953-2024/
https://www.avk-tv.de/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Programme_Flame-Retardancy-Conference_2024.pdf
https://eventfrog.de/de/p/wissenschaft-und-technik/flame-retardancy-for-composites-applications-7223620152838832266.html
https://www.avk-tv.de/100-jahre-avk-jubilaeumsfeier/
https://www.avk-tv.de/avk-innovationspreis-2024-gewinner-stehen-fest/
https://www.avk-tv.de/veranstaltung/fachtagung-flame-retardancy-for-composite/

AVK/Composites United - Innovation Days ,,Sustainable production of composites —

materials & eco-efficiency”

The CU Innovation Days ‘Sustainable production of composites - materials & eco-efficiency’ will
take place on 12" and 13" November 2024 in cooperation with Composites United (CU). The
event is a cooperation between the CU Biocomposites Working Group, the CU Thermoplastic
Composites Working Group and the AVK Natural Fibre Reinforced Plastics Working Group.
Sustainable lightweight construction solutions are characterized by minimized use of
resources, energy-efficient production and the possibility of circular reuse of components
and/or materials at the end of the life cycle. In addition, they contribute to minimizing the
environmental impact of their respective application.

Together we want to present new innovations in the areas of resource-saving materials, energy-
efficient production technologies and sustainable lightweight construction applications and
discuss solutions along the entire process chain.

Registration: AVK members can register for a reduced price of € 195.00 excl. VAT for day 1+2
incl. evening event instead of € 395:

Select "Order as CU member” when registering.

You can find more information here.

Composites Germany - Composites industry calls for resumption of the BMWK's

Lightweight Construction Technology Transfer Program (TTP LB)

Against the current backdrop of funds that have become available from other sources in the
federal budget, the German composites industry is appealing to the BMWK to once again
support the TTP LB and its funding to the planned extent! The program must also be revived for
SMEs and start-ups in particular to ensure their competitiveness and thus to secure and create
future-proof jobs in order to ultimately contribute to maintaining prosperity in Germany.

You can find the full letter here.

ITA - Online survey on the use of recycled carbon fibres

As part of a bachelor's thesis, a student at the Institute of Textile Technology at RWTH Aachen
University is investigating the processing and use of recycled carbon fibres in fibre-reinforced
composite components (FRP). The aim is to gain an impression of the current market situation
in Germany. A market survey will be conducted for this purpose. The ITA is asking for your help
to determine what has made the use of recycled carbon fibres in FRPs more difficult to date.
You can find an online questionnaire at

https://www.soscisurvey.de/Marktbefragung rCF_2024/.

The survey takes a maximum of 10 minutes and is anonymous.

The results will be presented at the upcoming ‘Sustainability’ working group meeting of the AVK
on December 10™, 2024.



https://composites-united.com/events/cu-innovation-day-nachhaltige-produktion-von-composites-materialien-oekoeffizienz/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTNXmUt3PGW7oi3n5efqQ_5ow1nUZFKk/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.soscisurvey.de/Marktbefragung_rCF_2024/

Wind industry - Package of measures for the wind industry in Germany and Europe

On October 16", 2024, Federal Minister Dr. Habeck received representatives of the wind
industry at the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Protection (BMWK). The
industry reaffirmed its willingness and ability to meet the domestic demand for wind turbines in
the medium and long term with reliable market volumes. This is also of great interest to the
composites industry. The following objectives and measures were agreed upon: increasing the
(cyber) security of wind turbines for the energy supply; ensuring a level playing field; reducing
dependencies, particularly for permanent magnets; growth financing for the ramp-up of
production; reviewing and adapting the financing of projects by public banks.

You can find the full press release here.

EuCIA - New LCA for Co-Processing

Co-processing of composites in the cement industry avoids up to 1 ton of CO2 emissions per
ton of cement processed. This is the result of a new LCA study. The independent and peer-
reviewed LCA report confirms the positive environmental impact of this disposal solution for
glass fibre reinforced thermoset composites used in various applications, including the
automotive, construction, wind and leisure boat industries. The report shows that every ton of
EoL composite waste treated in a cement plant saves up to 1 ton of CO, compared to
conventional waste incineration methods.

On the one hand, this method of cement co-processing avoids emissions from waste
incineration (approx. 500 kg CO, per ton of EoL composites), on the other hand, emissions from
cement production are reduced by approx. 330 kg CO, per ton of EoL composites, resulting in an
average combined emission saving of 830 kg CO..

Here you can find the full press release.

On Tuesday, November 12", 2024, from 11 a.m.-12 p.m., a webinar will provide further
information on the report's findings.

The webinar is open to EuCIA members and their members:
https://eucia.eu/events/assocompositi-seminar-at-34th-bi-mu/

Go straight to the webinar here: Teams-Meeting

EuCIA & EACP strengthen cooperation

The European Composites Industry Association (EuCIA) and the European Aerospace Cluster
Partnership (EACP) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding identifying areas for potential
co-operation.

EuCIA represents European national composites industry associations and industry-specific
sector groups at EU level. EACP is a network of 45 European aerospace clusters from 18
countries that aims to strengthen Europe's strategic position in the global aerospace markets.
Here you can find the press release.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KEG1_xQKJDrmPYHfSh9TmNvvVzRDlPFg/view?usp=drive_link
https://eucia.eu/cement-co-processing-of-end-of-life-composites-avoids-up-to-1-ton-of-co2-emissions-per-ton-processed/
https://eucia.eu/events/assocompositi-seminar-at-34th-bi-mu/
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NDA1MDFlM2MtMzM0ZC00MmU5LThhYmItNDljM2MwYzIwMDgw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a919060c-1e3d-43ee-95c8-c7c17206f6e8%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2215087c4c-00fd-4842-b2c5-9fb075683b44%22%7d
https://eucia.eu/eucia-and-eacp-sign-letter-of-intent-to-explore-opportunities-for-cooperation/

GKV - Occupational and operational safety information day

On November 13", 2024, from 10.30 a.m.-15.00 p.m., the GKV is organizing an information day
on the subject of occupational and operational safety in the plastics processing industry.
Unfortunately, accidents at work and cases of damage in the company, including major
incidents such as fire damage, also occur time and again in companies in the plastics
processing industry. Following accidents at work and incidents of damage, the question
regularly arises as to whether the company was adequately prepared for the occurrence of
these events. Were adequate precautions taken? What does suitable ‘incident management’
look like? Who is liable for the consequences, e.g. personal injury or business interruption for
customers? What damage is covered by insurance and employers' liability insurance
associations? Interested companies in the sector can discuss these and other questions with
expert speakers from the fields of occupational safety, insurance and business practice at the
Info Day.

You can find more information here.

GKYV - Education Policy and Vocational Training Committee

Despite the current economic downturn in Germany, demographic change and the associated
shortage of labor and skilled workers remains a serious issue for the local plastics processing
industry. The GKV Education Policy and Vocational Training Committee is a key element in
finding joint solutions to this challenge. For many years now, this has been a meeting place for
key figures in the industry from the circle of training and HR managers. After a longer break, a
committee meeting (digital) will take place again on November 12", 2024, from 10.00 a.m. -
12.00 p.m. The aim of the meeting is to shed light on the current situation of vocational training
in the plastics industry, to exchange initial experiences on the reorganization of the plastics
technologist and to take a closer look at further activities for more young talent in our industry.
You can find the agenda here.

Registrations can be made directly via our partner association pro-K.
Contact: Susanne Kruger, susanne.krueger@pro-kunststoff.de, Tel.: +49 (0)69 4089555 47.

BMWK - Image video ,, The future is lightweight construction*

Lightweight construction continues to be a key topic. The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs
and Climate Protection (BMWK) recently published two important communication tools for
lightweight construction: the study ‘The economic importance of lightweight construction in
Germany’ and the image video ‘The future is lightweight construction’. The video was presented
as part of the 11th Lightweight Construction Forum and clearly shows how many different areas
of everyday life are enriched by lightweight construction technologies.

You can find the video here:

Die Zuknft ist Leichtbau

- ™ ” v s, laliRSRl



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44kmDwZ7pSo
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cqXmD7_Xx3QLND-z0U6EIIOpo6JVHiRn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nw73DdiWxT8STtVw5mnLoWT3cf7ltUa6/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:susanne.krueger@pro-kunststoff.de

New funding for the decarbonisation of SMEs

The go-ahead has been given for the ‘Federal Industry and Climate Protection Program (BIK)’.
Companies must take action by November 30", 2024. At the end of August, the Federal Ministry
for Economic Affairs and Climate Protection (BMWK) published the funding guidelines for the
new ‘Federal Funding for Industry and Climate Protection (BIK)’ in the Federal Gazette.
Companies can submit project applications from now until 30 November 2024. The first call for
funding has a volume of just over EUR 1 billion. The program, which was presented in August
2024, is primarily aimed at SMEs that wish to invest in decarbonization and technology
development projects within Germany. In particular, projects for electrification, conversion to
renewable hydrogen and projects for the capture, storage and utilization of CO, (CCU and CCS)
will be funded.

You can find more information here.

INDUSTRIEVEREINIGUNG
VERSTARKTE KUNSTSTOFFE

FEDERATION OF REINFORCED PLASTICS


https://www.avk-tv.de/
https://www.konstruktion-entwicklung.de/neue-foerderung-zur-dekarbonisierung-des-mittelstands?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=F%C3%B6rderung+zur+Dekarbonisierung+des+Mittelstands&utm_campaign=NL_RTI_2024-09-25

