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AVK Market report 2024 

TheAVK presented its latest market 
report on the European composites 
industry at the JEC. The Market Report for 
Fiber Reinforced Plastics / Composites 
2024 by the AVK sheds light on 
developments, trends and challenges 
and looks to the future. The European 
composites industry was unable to halt 
the downward trend in 2024. 
European production volumes fell 
significantly for the third year in a row. 
The current development is largely due to 
structural weaknesses in key application 
areas as well as economic and industrial 
challenges in the core European regions.  
 

You can download the full report from our 
website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Market report 
  

 
   

AVK Construction conference 

Alongside the mobility sector, the 
construction/infrastructure sector is the 
most important application area for 
composites in Europe. The AVK is 
shedding light on this topic at a special 
symposium. From July 2-3, 2025, experts 
from this field will meet to learn about 
innovations and exchange ideas. Make a 
note of the date today! The program will 

be sent out in the next few weeks. 
Presentations have already been 
confirmed by Baltico, DB, Baubehörde 
Leipzig and Acciona, among others. We 
are excited and looking forward to the 
exchange in Frankfurt. More on this topic 
soon on our website! 
 
  

 
  

AVK/JEC JEC Forum DACH 

The JEC Forum DACH is organized by JEC 
in partnership with AVK and brings 
together the composites community 
from the DACH region (Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland). 
 
The event rotates each year between 
different cities in the DACH region to 
promote the regional composites 
ecosystem and facilitate closer 
connections with local companies, 
research and development centers and 
application industries. 

Following the first event in Frankfurt in 
2021, the Forum was held at Messe 
Augsburg in 2022 and Salzburg in 2023, 
while Stuttgart hosted the event in 2024.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AVK 

https://www.avk-tv.de/avk-marktbericht-2024/
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The fifth edition is planned for October 21 
and 22, 2025 in Dresden. Take the 
opportunity to network in the DACH 
region, expand existing contacts and find 
new partners.      
 

            
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

GKV Study shows recyclate gap in 2030 

In a recent press release, the GKV 
informs about a new study on the 
proportion of recyclates in the plastics 
industry: “The circular economy for 
plastics in Germany has made 
considerable progress in recent years. 
This can be seen in the record figure for 
the recycling of plastic packaging in the 
Yellow Bag: in 2023, the recycling rate 
was once again well above the legal 
requirements at just under 69%. The use 
of recyclates in plastic products is also 
increasing continuously. Despite this 

positive trend, the amount of recycled 
plastics will not be sufficient to meet the 
statutory recyclate usage quotas that 
have already been decided and are 
planned. The background to this is a 
recent study by Conversio on behalf of 
the BKV, according to which the demand 
for recycled plastics in Germany will 
exceed the supply by 30% in 2030.”  
 

 
Press release (german) 

 
 
 

GKV National circular economy strategy 

The Gesamtverband Kunststoff-
verarbeitende Industrie e.V. (GKV) 
welcomes the adoption of the National 
Circular Economy Strategy (NKWS) by 
the Federal Cabinet in December. “The 
National Circular Economy Strategy 
recognizes the great social benefits of 
plastics and shows how the plastics 

value chain can become more circular. 
The NKWS contains a number of 
proposals that are worth supporting,” 
says GKV Managing Director Dr. Oliver 
Möllenstädt.  
 

Press release (german)  

  

   

CU Joint stand Hannover fair 

Our partner association Composites 
United (CU) is offering its members a 
joint stand at the Lightweight 
Construction Pavilion at Hannover 
Messe 2025 (31.03. - 04.04.2025).  

There will be a special exhibition on the 
topic of “Sustainability and circular 
economy with composites”, where the 
network and its stakeholders will present 
the current status of the topic with 

https://www.avk-tv.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Pressemitteilung-der-WsK_BKV-Studie-Rezyklatverfuegbarkeit.pdf.pdf
https://www.avk-tv.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/241204_pm_GKV-_NKWS_final.pdf
https://www.avk-tv.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Pressemitteilung-der-WsK_BKV-Studie-Rezyklatverfuegbarkeit.pdf.pdf
https://www.avk-tv.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/241204_pm_GKV-_NKWS_final.pdf
https://www.jec-dach.events/de/about-the-forum/


recycled materials and demonstrator 
components from secondary raw 
material sources.  
Are you interested in taking part? 

You can find more information here: 
  
 

 
 
 

Strategy advisory board lightweight construction initiative Position paper 

Lightweight construction enables 
material and energy-efficient production 
processes, secures millions of jobs and 
significantly reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions. Despite these benefits, 
funding programs have been stopped 
due to budget cuts. The Strategy Council 
therefore calls for the continuation of 
funding for technology transfer in 

lightweight construction in order to 
exploit economic, ecological and 
technological potential. 
AVK/Composites Germany is 
represented on the initiative's advisory 
board by Dr. Elmar Witten, Managing 
Director of AVK. 

 

 

 

BMWK 6. Lightweighting Summit – Hannover fair 

The 6th Lightweighting Summit of the 
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and 
Climate Protection at this year's 
Hannover Messe on April 1 will focus on 
“Lightweight construction as a driver of 
innovation and competitiveness” and 
offer an exciting insight into the future of 
lightweight construction and its 
pioneering innovations.  
 
 
 
 

Register for the Lightweighting Summit 
and look forward to inspiring keynotes, 
an exciting panel discussion on the 
innovation potential of lightweight 
construction, a pitch format with 
pioneering research projects and an 
exclusive get-together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Composites United 
  

Position paper (german) 

https://composites-united.com/events/cu-gemeinschaftsstand-mit-sonderschau-auf-hannover-messe-2025/
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https://www.avk-tv.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Positionspapier_des_Strategiebeirats_der_Initiative_Leichtbau.pdf
https://geschaeftsstelle-leichtbau.de/6-lightweighting-summit


SKZ Symposium on fiber composites in rail vehicle construction 
The SKZ symposium “Fiber-reinforced 
plastics in rail vehicle construction” will 
take place from May 14-15, 2025. 
AVK is a partner of the event. Fiber-
reinforced plastics have long since 
established themselves as an alternative 
to traditional materials in rail vehicle 
construction. At the same time, 
competition in the market for rail 
vehicles is constantly increasing, but 
challenges posed by new drive systems, 
innovative production techniques and 
joining processes are also increasingly 
becoming the focus of attention and 

offer potential for the use of the 
innovative lightweight material FRP. The 
conference will showcase innovations in 
material development, design, 
processing and application for use in rail 
vehicle construction. 
This year's program will also focus on 
joining technology (especially bonding) 
and coatings. The accompanying trade 
exhibition offers all companies in the 
industry a competent, attractive and 
dynamic exchange platform.  

 
  

  

KIT Survey  Composite circular economy 

The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology 
(KIT) is conducting a survey on the 
“Challenges of a Composite Circular 
Economy”.  As the recyclability of our 
materials is a key issue, we are happy to 
support the survey and would be 
delighted if you would actively 
participate. The survey takes about 8 - 10 
minutes and can be completed until 

March 31, 2025. Participation is 
voluntary and anonymous. All results will 
be published exclusively in anonymized 
form (e.g. in tables and/or graphs) so that 
it is not possible to draw conclusions 
about individuals. 
 
  to the survey 
  

 
 

EuCIA Newsletter 

 
AVK has been working closely and 
actively with the European Composites 
Industry Association (EuCIA) for many 
years. Current news and developments 
are regularly reported in the EuCIA 
newsletter.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Latest newsletter (english) 
 

More information (SKZ) 
 

https://ww2.unipark.de/uc/IIP_Produktionswirtschaft/ba66/
https://www.skz.de/bildung/tagung/faserverbundwerkstoffe-im-schienenfahrzeugbau
https://ww2.unipark.de/uc/IIP_Produktionswirtschaft/ba66/
https://eucia.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/NewsLetter-JANUARY-2025-1.pdf
https://eucia.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/NewsLetter-JANUARY-2025-1.pdf
https://www.skz.de/bildung/tagung/faserverbundwerkstoffe-im-schienenfahrzeugbau


NCMT Initiative European Composite Bridge Database 

The creation of a database on the use of 
composites in bridge construction was 
recently launched. The European 
Composite Bridge Database is a 
comprehensive collection of qualitative 
and quantitative data on existing 
composite bridges across Europe. This 
initiative, coordinated by NCMT, aims to 
close the knowledge gap in the 

construction sector regarding composite 
materials in bridge construction.  
Together we can strengthen the position 
of composites in bridge construction by 
sharing knowledge and experience.  
 
 

 More information 

 
 
 

CYPRESS New research project launched

The kick-off meeting for the CYPRESS 
project took place on February 25. 
Through Dr. Witten, AVK is represented 
on the Advisory Board of the project and 
will actively support it. CYPRESS aims to 
establish the Meuse-Rhine region as a 
pioneer for the sustainable, highly 
circular and resource-efficient 
production of new climate-neutral 
electromobility technologies. The 
production of vehicles is an important 
economic factor in the Meuse-Rhine 
region and makes a major contribution to 

employment, knowledge development, 
research and innovation. If the economic 
opportunities offered by circular 
production are not exploited, there is a 
risk that the innovative infrastructure for 
automotive production in the Meuse-
Rhine region will migrate to other regions 
in Europe and the world in the long term. 
You can find more information here: 
 
           CYPRESS project 
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