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AVK | SUCCESFUL SMCCREATE 2025 IN PRAGUE

The third edition of SMCCREATE took
place on November 4-5, 2025, at the Vi-
enna House Diplomat Hotel in Prague.
The event was once again organized
jointly by the AVK and the European Alli-
ance for SMC BMC. Around fifty people
took part in presentations, expert dis-
cussions, and panel discussions focus-
ing on three key topics:

market & trends, sustainability, and de-
sign. The conference was once again a
resounding success, and we are already
looking forward to hosting the fourth
SMCCREATE!

PRESSRELASE

AVK | JEC FORUM DACH/AVK-INNOVATION AWARDS

Once again, the prestigious AVK Innova-
tion Awards were presented in Dresden
at this year's JEC Forum DACH on Octo-
ber 21, 2025. The award goes to compa-
nies, institutes, and their partners in
each of the three categories “Products
and Applications”, “Processes and Pro-
cedures” and “Research and Science”

for outstanding composites innovations.

Read more abount our Invovation Award Wivmers 2.02.5!

A jury of experts consisting of engineers,
scientists, and trade journalists evalu-
ates the submissions in the three cate-
gories based on criteria such as degree
of innovation, degree of implementa-
tion, and sustainability. We congratulate
all the winners and are delighted with
the large number of entries!



https://www.jeccomposites.com/news/by-jec/smccreate-2025-in-prague-smc-bmc-emerges-as-a-composite-for-the-future/?news_type=process-manufacturing&end_use_application=automotive-road-transportation,building-civil-engineering,electrical-electronics-telecoms-appliances&process=bmc-bulk-moulding-compound,smc-sheet-moulding-compound
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/avk-innovation-award-2025-winners-have-been-announced/
https://www.jeccomposites.com/news/by-jec/smccreate-2025-in-prague-smc-bmc-emerges-as-a-composite-for-the-future/?news_type=process-manufacturing&end_use_application=automotive-road-transportation,building-civil-engineering,electrical-electronics-telecoms-appliances&process=bmc-bulk-moulding-compound,smc-sheet-moulding-compound
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/avk-innovation-award-2025-winners-have-been-announced/
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Do you have av invovative idea, too7?

The next round of the Innovation Award
will start in January 2026!

Information on the application process
and deadlines for submitting entries for
the AVK Innovation Award will be availa-
ble on our website shortly!

https://www.avk-tv.de/en/ser-

vices/inmovation-award/

AVK | NEW BOARD ELECTED

As part of the annual AVK general
meeting, the regular elections for the AVK
board took place on November 11.
Gerhard Lettl (C. F. Maier) and Michael
Polotzki (Menzolit) stepped down from
the board due to retirement. Nicole St6B
(Polynt) and Ralph Breiltgens
(Kunststoffverarbeitung Reich) were
newly elected. At the constituent board
meeting on the same day, the board

positions were confirmed: Dr. Michael
Effing (AMAC) remains Chairman of the
Board, and Dirk Punke (BUFA) was
confirmed as Deputy Chairman. Prof.
Jens Ridzewski (Applus+IMA) continues
to hold the office of Treasurer.

= — | PRESS RELASE

DIRK PUNKE

AVK |

The European Pultrusion Technology As-
sociation (EPTA), in collaboration with
the American Composites Manufactur-
ers Association (ACMA), invites you to
the 18th World Pultrusion Conference,
which will take place in Valencia, Spain,
from March 5 to 6, 2026. The conference
takes place every two years and is the

TR MICHAEL EFFING TPROF. JENSRIDZEWSKI NICOLE STOR

RALPH BREILTGHENS

WPC 2026 - PROGRAM PUBLISHED

meeting place for the European and
global pultrusion industry. The program
includes presentations on innovative ap-
plications, technologies, and processes,
as well as current market trends and de-
velopments. Visit Europe's most im-
portant event for pultruded fiber-rein-
forced materials!
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https://www.avk-tv.de/en/board-elections-at-avk-new-avk-board-elected-unanimously/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/board-elections-at-avk-new-avk-board-elected-unanimously/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/services/innovation-award/
https://pultruders.com/news/world-pultrusion-conference/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/services/innovation-award/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/services/innovation-award/
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/board-elections-at-avk-new-avk-board-elected-unanimously/
https://pultruders.com/news/world-pultrusion-conference/
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AVK |

GRP swimming pool

As part of the “GRP Swimming Pools”
working group, an objective review of the
critical claims made about GRP pools vs.
PP pools was conducted. A marketing
document presents GRP pools (glass fi-
ber reinforced plastic) as significantly in-
ferior to PP pools (polypropylene). The
statement critically examines the individ-
ual claims and compares them with the
latest technical, material science, and
industry-specific findings. The aim is to
assess whether these statements are ex-
aggerated, false, or technically justi-
fied—and whether they are likely to un-
justifiably damage the reputation of GRP
pool manufacturers.

UPDATE ENVIRONMENTAL HANDBOOK

The latest edition of our handbook on
environmental protection is now more
than ten years old. Nevertheless, the
discussion about safe and environmen-
tally friendly products, as well as their
production methods and the safe han-
dling of raw materials and consumables,
has lost none of its relevance. On the
contrary!

Our environmental handbook, which is
regularly updated by our working group
on environmental protection and occu-
pational safety, provides an overview of
a selection of relevant laws,

FROM THE WORKING GROUPS

To the document (DE)
AK )
. L
SACHLICHE PRUFUNG
DER BEHAUPTUNGEN ZU

GFK-POOLS VS. PP-POOLS

EIN DOKUMENT VON

AVK - INDUSTRIEVEREINIGUNG VERSTARKTE KUNSTSTOFFE E. V.
ARBEITSKREIS GFK-SCHWIMMBECKEN

requirements, and guidelines in the field
of environmental and occupational
safety. This thematic context is framed
by a brief introduction to the topics of
“composites” and “sustainability.” In ad-
dition, another topic is explained that
has become increasingly importantin
component manufacturing in recent
years: the creation of closed “material
cycles.” The environmental handbook is
available exclusively to our members:

ENVIRONMENTAL
HANDBOOK


https://www.avk-tv.de/arbeitskreis-umwelt-und-arbeitssicherheit/
https://www.avk-tv.de/arbeitskreis-umwelt-und-arbeitssicherheit/
https://www.avk-tv.de/sachliche-pruefung-der-behauptung-zu-gfk-pools-vs-pp-pools/
https://www.avk-tv.de/sachliche-pruefung-der-behauptung-zu-gfk-pools-vs-pp-pools/
https://www.avk-tv.de/arbeitskreis-umwelt-und-arbeitssicherheit/
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AVK | EVENT OVERVIEW

The year 2025 is drawing to a close and it
is already time to plan the dates for
2026. Numerous events, seminars, and
working groups have already been
scheduled for the new year.

BMWE |

Today we would like to draw your atten-
tion to an interesting opportunity for re-
search funding: The Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and Energy is funding
so-called innovation networks. The ZIM
(Central Innovation Program for SMEs)
provides funding for network manage-
ment services and R&D projects de-
signed within national or international in-
novation networks. The innovation net-
works consist of at least six independent
small and medium-sized enterprises
with business premises or branches in
Germany. International innovation net-
works consist of at least four companies

IK |
ACCORDINGTO PPWR

From August 12, 2026, only packaging
that has an EU declaration of conformity
in accordance with Article 39 of the EU
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regula-
tion (PPWR) may be placed on the market
throughout the EU. To this end, packaging
producers, with the support of their sup-
pliers, must demonstrate that they com-
ply with sustainability and labeling

Take a look at our current calendar of
events!

EVENTS CALENDAR

PROMOTING INNOVATION NETWORKS

of this type, as well as at least two foreign
SMEs and one foreign institution that
acts as a partner to the German manage-
ment institution. The basis for coopera-
tion is a joint idea for the development
and exploitation of innovative products,
processes, or technical services in a
technologically or regionally oriented
network or along a value chain. There is
no restriction to specific fields of tech-
nology or industries.

0 FURTHER INFORMATION

AVK is happy to assist you as a partner!

SEMINAR - THE EU-DECLARATION OF CONFIRMITY

requirements. The IK Academy seminar
(January 21 or 29, 2026) provides in-
depth information on the legal require-
ments and conformity work, based on
the current state of the discussion.

=« —| FURTHER INFORMATION (DE)



https://www.avk-tv.de/en/kalender/
https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Navigation/DE/Meta/Englisch/englisch.html
https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Navigation/DE/Meta/Englisch/englisch.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hAB7MikWSLdszF2KwW156hCIrL5dyd2j/view?usp=sharing
https://www.zim.de/ZIM/Navigation/DE/Meta/Englisch/englisch.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hAB7MikWSLdszF2KwW156hCIrL5dyd2j/view?usp=sharing
https://www.avk-tv.de/en/kalender/
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GKV/AVK | K-FAIR 2025

From October 8 to 15, 2025, the world's
leading trade fair for the plastics indus-
try—K 2025—took place in Dusseldorf.
Under the slogan “The Power of Plastics:
Green — Smart — Responsible,” K 2025
presented the key themes of Shaping
the Circular Economy, Embracing Digi-
talization, and Caring about People,
which were very well received by trade
fair visitors. The plastics processing in-
dustry gave the trade fair a positive as-
sessment. For the first time, young tal-
ents had a permanent meeting point at
the K trade fair in the form of the special
Young Talents Lounge by GKV, which was
well received. Events and activities such
as the guided tour for young talents and
various information and discussion
events at different exhibition stands
rounded off the program for young pro-
fessionals at K 2025.

The AVK was once again part of the GKV
joint stand and its employees were per-
sonally represented on numerous days
of the fair.

GKV | SKILLED WORKERS FOR THE PLASTIC INDUSTRY

The shortage of skilled workers is placing
an increasing burden on industry in gen-
eral, but also on plastics processing. The
“Wir sind Kunststoff” (We are Plastics) in-
itiative is therefore expanding its infor-
mation platform www.dein-kunststoff.de
toinclude a section specifically for young
people. The aim of the new offering is to
get young professionals excited about
plastics as a material of the future — and
to show them concrete paths into the

EUCIA | NEWSLETTER

AVK has been working closely with the
European Composites Industry Associa-
tion (EuCIA) for many years and is an ac-
tive member. The EuCIA newsletter pro-
vides regular updates on the latest news

diverse world of the plastics industry. The
plastics industry offers a wide range of
apprenticeships in the fields of mechan-
ical engineering, production, and pro-
cessing, which not only offer diverse ca-
reer opportunities but will also be in high
demand in the future.

=—| FURTHER INFORMATIEN (DE)

and developments. Read the newsletter
here:

@ NEWSLETTER


http://www.dein-kunststoff.de/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1klyqHlKbZuvp4ql7zYQJye5Mh0TSDurl/view?usp=sharing
https://eucia.eu/eucia-newsletter-october-2025/
https://www.gkv.de/de/service/presse/abschluss-k2025.html
https://eucia.eu/eucia-newsletter-october-2025/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1klyqHlKbZuvp4ql7zYQJye5Mh0TSDurl/view?usp=sharing
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Thank vou for a vear full of collaboration,
progress, and collective strenath,

We wish you happy holidays and a successful
start to the new year!



https://www.avk-tv.de/en/

